SPORT/LATEST Meeting Summary/Notes

January 2005 AMS Meeting, San Diego, CA

Welcome/Overview/Issues: Steve Goodman

· Organization Review – Do we need to make it simpler?

· How do we get the WES going at key sites?

· Can we do network merging in Oklahoma/Texas?

· Where and when will we have the next workshop?

Huntsville Update: Steve Goodman

· ARMOR dual-polarization radar is up and running (Walt Petersen, POC)

· NCAR Autonowcaster is coming to HSV WFO(4DWx Lite)

· Have a formal MOU with NWS Southern Region to continue the SPORT/LATEST project (noted MOU with Southern Region very broad – designed to bring new technology into NWS)

· It is clear that the forecasters want cell tracking and parameter trending

· Could be addressed by integrating SCAN into AWIPS (Steve Smith)

· FSL’s “Build 5” of AWIPS could do the real-time tracking (Steve to contact Carl Bullock of FSL)

DFW/Vaisala Update: Nick Demetriades

· Have a formal agreement with DFW WFO

· Delivering real-time netCDF files to Southern Regions for the DFW WFO (working out a lat-lon reference issue)

· Now have the “minimum set” of netCDF layers

· Planning on additional product layers

· Will be using the existing HSV survey

· NCAR Autonowcaster is coming to DFW WFO

Oklahoma LMA Update: Don MacGorman

· Network has been working well for over a year

·  Meeting with Oklahoma City WFO about providing data under LATEST. Likely products are:

· WDSS II products

· LATEST netCDF products, possibly using the Vaisala product generator

NMT Update: Paul Krehbiel

· Initiating an evaluation with Vaisala to merge the Oklahoma LMA with the DFW LDAR II sensors

· Continuing to make location algorithm improvements to reduce processing time and improve data quality

·  Have noticed that the Alabama LMA network gets “clutter” that they do not see with Oklahoma LMA– this is due to noise and will be looked into

· The White Sands system installation is being delayed due to communications/security issues. The NCAR folks (Autonowcaster) will work on other projects until this network can be completed.

· They are having difficulty processing high-quality data from the “Compact LMA” at Langmier

NASA /Eastern Space & Missile Range Update: Bill Roeder

· Air Force is purchasing an LDAR II system from Vaisala

· Install may be delayed until 2006 due to need for Environmental Impact Assessments for all sites

· Forecasting end-of-storm is their current highest priority research topic

· Need an optimized LDAR flash algorithm

· Data compression

· Better visualization

· Will be getting AWIPS under RSA program, and they hope to use it for better forecasting

· Need to work on improved data visualization

· LDAR

· RADAR

· Electric Field Mill Network

· Etc.

· Working on a database of “useful” (for forecasters) LDAR data

NCAR Issues:  Cindy Mueller, POC

· Question about “What lightning products/systems are near Beijing, that could be used for the Summer 2008 Olympics? How could they be integrated into the NCAR Autonowcaster?  (did he mention a web page?)

· A 3 sensor 3D SAFIR Network has been installed in the Beijing area

· There will be an (ICAE) international conference in 2007 (Beijing?)

· In Spring 2005 the WMO World Weather Research Program (WWRP) Nowcasting Working Group is beginning to organize an international nowcasting experiment similar to that conducted for the Sydney 2000 and Atlanta 1996 Olympic Games.  Dr. Tom Keenan of the Austrlia Bureau of Meteorology Research Center (BMRC) is organizing this. 

Johnson Space Center Issues: Brian Hoeth, POC

· They will be receiving a feed of LDAR II data from the new KSC LDAR II Network once it has been installed and fully qualified

· They have agreed to host a Houston LDAR II site for Texas A&M in exchange for real-time data

· They are looking to improve their data display products

· The Houston LDAR II data may just be delivered in real-time as NetCDF files to their AWIPS system

Decisions/Commitments:

1. There will be a simplified organization. Each local network and its users will work autonomously, and will communicate informally with the others as needed. The workshop will be the mechanism to “sync” everyone.  Ad-hoc working groups will be established to address specific tasks/needs, and a lead person will be identified for each working group.  These groups will have monthly telecons to discuss issues and gauge progress.  The specific working groups established are:

a. Product Definition and Generation

i. * Nick Demetriades/Vaisala

ii. Paul Krehbiel/NMT

iii. Ron Thomas/NMT

iv. Steve Goodman/MSFC

v. Don MacGorman/NOAA/OAR/NSSL

b. Detection Efficiency, Performance Metrics, Accuracy

i. Bill Rison/NMT

ii. Martin Murphy/Vaisala

iii. Rich Blakeslee/MSFC

c. Management of WES Cases, Training, and Assessment

i. * Chris Darden/NWS HUN

ii. Dennis Buechler/MSFC

iii. Greg Patrick/NWS FTD

iv. Dave Sharp/NWS MLB

v. Greg Stumpf/NSSL

2. The next LATEST workshop will be hosted by the DFW WFO (Bill Bunting) on 25-27 July, 2005.

